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SUBJECT: STATUS REPORT ON KANU FI. BUTTONS 

REF: (A) NAIROBI A-02 OF JANUARY 7, 1977, (B) 76 NAIROBI A-100 
OF DECEMBER 3, 1976, (C) 76 NAIROBI A-81 OF OCTOBER 1, 1976 

1 . EX-FOREIGN MINISTER DR. NJOROGE MUNGAI HAS BEEN 
ELECTED CHAIRMAN OF THE NAIROBI KANU BRANCH. IN WHAT 
WAS RELATIVELY CLOSE CONTEST, MUNGAI DEFETED THE IN- 
CUMBENT CHAIRMAN, MP CHARLES RUBIA. MUNGAI SUPPORTERS 
WERE ALSO ELECTED TO SUBSIDAIR OFFICES WITHIN THE 
BRANCH. 

2. KANU SITUATION IN MOMBASA REMAINS UNRESOLVED, 

ALTHOUGH IT NOW APPEARS NEW BRANCH ELECTIONS WILL BE 
HELD THERE AT END OF JANUARY. 

3. KANU HEADQUARTERS HAS NOT YET RULED ON OUTSTANDING 
ELECTORAL DISPUTES, INVOLING A NUMBER OF OTHER BRANCHES, 

WHICH AROSE IN AFTERMATH OF DECEMBER VOTING. 
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4. ANALYSIS: SIGNIFICANCE OF MUNGAI'S VICTORY IS 
THAT IT FIRMLY ESTABLISHED THE CREDIBILITY OF THE 
KIAMBU KIKUYU GROUP S CHALLENGE TO POSITION OF VP 
MOI. THIS CHALLENGE, WHICH FAILED IN LASTFALL'S 
ABORTIVE EFFORT TO CHANGE KENYA'S CONSTITUTION TO 
READ MOI OUT OF SUCCESSION PICTURE, IS NOW BEING 
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MOUNTED IN CONTEXT OF NATIONWIDE LOCAL KANU ELECTIONS. 
IN ABSENCE OF SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES DIVIDING GROUPS, 

MANY KENYAN POLITICIANS ARE LIKELY IN LAST ANALYSIS 
TO BACK WHICHEVER SIDE THEY BELIEVE WILL TRIUMPH IN 
SUCCESSION STRUGGLE. THIER POLITICAL FUTURE IN THE 
LONG TERM MAY DEPEND ON GUESSING RIGHT NOW. MUNGAI'S 
WIN IS HEAVILY PUBLICIZED NAIROBI ELECTION UNDENIABLY 
CREATED NEW MOMENTUM FOR HIS SIDE. MANAGING EDITOR 
OF DAILY NATION, WHICH SUPPORTS MOI, TOLD EMBOFF THAT 
IT OBVIOUS THAT TREND AT THIS POINT FAVORS MUNGAI 
GROUP. 

5. IT CANNOT BE DEMONSTRATED, HOWEVER. THAT MUNGAI'S 
VICTORY REPRESENTED EXPRESSION OF HIS OWN POPULAR 
APPEAL. THE NUMBER OF VOTERS PARTICIPATING EVEN AT 
INITIAL GRASSROOTS STAGE OF PROCESS WAS SMALL. THE 
SIGNIFICANT FACTORS WERE MONEY AND SUPERIOR ORGANI 
ZATION, ALTHOUGH MOI UNDOUBTEDLY SPENT HEAVILY ALSO 
IN SUPPORT OF RUDIA. 

6. DILEMMA OF KIAMBU KIKUYU GROUP IS HOW TO EXPAND 
THEIR SUPPORT BEYOND THAT SHOWN DURING CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDEMTN FAASCO. KANU HAS FOUR PRINCIPAL OFFICES: 
PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT. CHAIR (A NEW POSITION), 

AND SECRETARY GENERAL. PRESIDENT KENYATTA WILL SURELY 
BE REFLECTED PRESIDENT OF THE PATRY. RUMOR HAS IT 
THAT MUNGAI HIMSELF WANTS TO BE CHAIRMAN. THE MOST 
IMPORTANT OFFICE IN TERMS OF SUCCESSION TO PRESIDENCY 
OF COUNTRY IS THE PARTY VICE PRESIDENCY (SEE REFS). 
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KIAMBU KIKUYU GROUP HAS NO LEADER WITH SUFFUCUENT 
STATURE TO STEP SMOOTHLY INTO NUMBER 2 SPOT. THAT IS 
WHY MOST SPECULATION NOW CENTERS ON INFIRM MINISTER 
FOR DEFENSE JAMES GICHURU, WHO TWICE BEFORE INDE- 
PENDENCE WAS PARTY PRESIDENT. AND WHO, ON EACH 
OCCASION, VOLUNTARILY CEDED HIS POSITION TO KENYATTA. 
BUT IF GICHURU, A KIKUYU, IS NOMINATED FOR VICE PRESIDENT 
OF KANU, IT WOULD LEAVE NO ROOM FOR REPRESENTATION OF 
OTHER TRIBES AT TOP LEVEL OF PARTY, AND THIS CLEARLY 
IS NOT WAY TO BROADEN BASE OF SUPPORT IN COUNTRY IN 
WHICH TRIBAL CONSIDERATION ARE STILL VERY IMPORTANT. 
THUS. NATIONAL ELECTION STRATEGY OF KIAMBU KIKUYU LED 
GROUP, AND PROPECTS FOR ITS ULTIMATE SUCCESS REMAIN 
UNCLEAR. 

7. NEXT STEP, AS REPORTED PREVIOUSLY, IS FOR PRESIDENT 
KENYATTA TO CONVENE MEETING TO ELECT NATIONAL PARTY 
OFFICEHOLDER. THE MEETING IS NOT LIKELY TO OCCUR 
BEFORE APRIL, IF INDEED, THE PRESIDENT DOES CONVENE 
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IT. MOST OBSERVERS BELIEVE MUNGAI WOULD NOT HAVE 
MADE THE ENORMOUS EXPENDITURE OF EFFORT AND MONEY IN 
NAIROBI UNLESS HE KNEW PRESIDENT INTENDED TO CALL 
NATIONAL ELECTIONS. KANU BRANCH CHAIRMANSHIP OF 
NAIROBI IS NOT WORTH ANYTHING IN AND OF ITSELF. YET, 

KENYATTA'S POSITION REMAINS, AS ALWAYS, AN ENIGMA. 

WHEN AMBASSADOR MENTIONED KANU ELECTIONS TO HIM IN 
PASSING ON JANUARY 17, HE JUST LOOKED GLUM AND 
CHANGED SUBJECT. 

MARSHALL 
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